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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 3, 1 5, 1 6, 1 8-21 , 25, 26, 28, 30, 
36-40 and 43-50 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 22, 24, 27-30, 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gilbert et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,031,939) in view of Enokida Et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,818,537). 

Regarding claim 22, Gilbert discloses: 

- receiving information including image quality information (col. 5, lines 53-57, 
teaches receiving image quality level) and image use information (Fig. 3: objective 33); 

- selecting a first encoding format from a plurality of supported encoding formats 
as a function of said received information (col. 6, lines 22-27, teaches selecting 
compression conditions which designate a compression algorithm, such as one of 
JPEG, EZVV, FISHER, TETRA, EPIC); 

- encoding said image data according to the first encoding format to thereby 
generate first encoded image data representing said image (Fig. 3, step 38). 
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Gilbert does not disclose expressly storing the first encoded image data using a 
digital data storage device, retrieving the first encoded image data, converting the first 
encoded data from the first encoding format to a second encoding format to produce 
second encoded image data and outputting the second encoded image data. 

Enokida discloses: 

- storing the first encoded image data using a digital data storage device 18 (Fig. 

1): 

- retrieving the first encoded image data from the digital storage device using 
input controller 101 (Fig. 7); 

- converting the first encoded data from the first encoding format MPEG to a 
second encoding format H.261 to produce second encoded image data using circuit 
102, the second encoding format H.261 being different from the first encoding format 
MPEG (Fig. 7); 

- outputting the second encoded image data using output controller 103 (Fig. 1). 
Gilbert & Enokida are combinable because they are from image encoding 

method. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to store the first encoded image data using a digital data storage device, 
retrieve the first encoded image data, convert the first encoded data from the first 
encoding format to a second encoding format to produce second encoded image data 
and output the second encoded image data in Gilbert as taught by Enokida: 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to generate different 
kinds of coded data having different compression rates (Enokida, col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Gilbert with Enokida to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 22. 

Regarding claim 24, Enokida teaches: 

- decoding said first encoded image data to generate decoded image data using 
MPEG video decoder 143 (Fig. 10); 

- re-encoding said decoded image data according to the second encoding format 
H.261 using H261 video encoder 144 (Fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 27, Gilbert discloses: 

- a compression module supporting a plurality of different encoding formats, the 
compression module including a plurality of encoding modules, each encoding module 
capable of performing data encoding according to a different standardized encoding 
format (Fig. 2: compression algorithms 23); 

- a control module for selecting from the plurality of encoding formats, an 
encoding format to be used with a given set of data supplied to the compression module 
(Fig. 3: selection). 

Gilbert does not disclose expressly a data storage device for storing the encoded 
image data, a data retrieval module for retrieving the encoded image data, and a 
transcoder module for converting the encoded data from a format in which the data was 
stored to a different data format. 

Enokida discloses: 
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- a digital data storage device 18 for storing the encoded image data (Fig. 1); 

- a data retrieval module 101 for retrieving the encoded image data from the 
digital storage device (Fig. 7); 

- a transcoder 102 for converting the encoded data from a format MPEG in which 
the data was stored to a different format H.261 (Fig. 7). 

Gilbert & Enokida are combinable because they are from image encoding 
method. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have a data storage device for storing the encoded image data, a data 
retrieval module for retrieving the encoded image data, and a transcoder module for 
converting the encoded data from a format in which the data was stored to a different 
data format in Gilbert as taught by Enokida. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to generate different 
kinds of coded data having different compression rates (Enokida, col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Gilbert with Enokida to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 27. 

Regarding claim 28, Enokida teaches a plurality of decoders, each decoder being 
capable of decoding at one of said encoding formats supported by the compression 
module (col. 8, lines 60-63, teaching a plurality of H.261 decoders). 

Regarding claim 29, Enokida teaches a plurality of encoders including encoders 
70-1 , 70-2, 70-3,..., which support different encoding formats (Fig. 6). 
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Regarding claim 30, Enokida teaches means 71-1, 71-2, 71-3, for outputting 
data generated by multiple encoders 70-1 , 70-2, 70-3,... from the same decoded data 
generated by one of the plurality of decoders (Fig. 6). 

Regarding claims 35 and 36, Enokida teaches a preview module coupled to said 
transcoder for displaying image generated from encoded data produced by said 
transcoder (Fig. 11 showing PCs 153-1 to 153-2 coupled to transcoder 150, each has a 
display for displaying image generated from encoded data produced by transcoder 
150). 

Regarding claim 37, Gilbert discloses: 

- means for receiving information including image quality information (col. 5, lines 
53-57, teaches receiving image quality level) and image use information (Fig. 3: 
objective 33); 

- selecting a first encoding format from a plurality of supported encoding formats 
as a function of said received information (col. 6, lines 22-27, teaches selecting 
compression conditions which designate a compression algorithm, such as one of 
JPEG, EZW, FISHER, TETRA, EPIC). 

Regarding claim 38, Gilbert discloses: 

- receiving information including image quality information (col. 5, lines 53-57, 
teaches receiving image quality level) and image use information (Fig. 3: objective 33); 

- automatically selecting a first encoding format from a plurality of supported 
encoding formats as a function of said received information (col. 6, lines 22-27, teaches 
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selecting compression conditions which designate a compression algorithm, such as 
one of JPEG, EZW, FISHER, TETRA, EPIC); 

- operating system to encode said image data according to the first encoding 
format to thereby generate first encoded image data representing said image (Fig. 3, 
step 38). 

Gilbert does not disclose expressly storing the first encoded image data using a 
digital data storage device, retrieving the first encoded image data, converting the first 
encoded data from the first encoding format to a second encoding format to produce 
second encoded image data and outputting the second encoded image data. 

Enokida discloses: 

- storing the first encoded image data using a digital data storage device 18 (Fig. 

1): 

- retrieving the first encoded image data from the digital storage device using 
input controller 101 (Fig. 7); 

- converting the first encoded data from the first encoding format MPEG to a 
second encoding format H.261 to produce second encoded image data using circuit 
102, the second encoding format H.261 being different from the first encoding format 
MPEG (Fig. 7); 

- outputting the second encoded image data using output controller 103 (Fig. 1). 
Gilbert & Enokida are combinable because they are from image encoding 

method. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to store the first encoded image data using a digital data storage device, 
retrieve the first encoded image data, convert the first encoded data from the first 
encoding format to a second encoding format to produce second encoded image data 
and output the second encoded image data in Gilbert as taught by Enokida. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to generate different 
kinds of coded data having different compression rates (Enokida, col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Gilbert with Enokida to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 38. 

Regarding claim 39, Enokida teaches the input device 10 and the first encoding 
circuit 1 1 may comprise a digital video camera, which implicitly includes movie film or 
digital tape (col. 3, lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 40, Enokida teaches the source format to be a MPEG (Fig. 10: 
MPEG video decoder 143). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-11,1 5-21 , 25, and 26 are allowed. 

5. Claims 23, 31-34, and 42 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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Regarding claims 1 , 25, and 26, the prior art, either taken singly or in 
combination, does not teach: 

- wherein the plurality of supported encoding quality levels include... to an end 
viewer. 

Regarding claims 2-1 1 and 15-21, since these claims depend upon claim 1, they 
are allowable for the same reason. 

Regarding claims 23 and 42, the prior art, either taken singly or in combination, 
does not teach: 

- converting the first encoded image data... from the first and second encoding 
formats. 

Regarding claim 31, the prior art, either taken singly or in combination, does not 

teach: 

- a wrapper module... to said analysis module. 

Regarding claims 32-34, since these claims depend upon claim 31, they are 
objected for the same reason. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH H. DO whose telephone number is 571-272-7433. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4-9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID K. MOORE can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
June 23, 2005. 

AW KONG DO 



